VISIT TO  PARIS

ernment and the Napoleonic ? The present supporter of
the latter system told me in Paris that for him " who am
making every effort to get out of this over-tense system
of centralisation, which ultimately pivots on a gendarme-
secretary and which I consider one of the principal
causes of the misfortunes of France/7 it was curious
to see how Austria was making the most strenuous
efforts to work herself into it I continue my questions,
and beg that you will not put me off with an evasive
reply. Are there, besides the Austrian, any governments
which feel less call to do something for Prussia than
the German middle states ? In times of peace they feel
the necessity of playing some part in the Bund and in the
Zollverein, of making their sovereignty a perceptible force
on our frontiers, and of quarrelling with von der Heydt;
while in war their conduct towards us is regulated by fear
or distrust, and no angel can talk the distrust out of them
so long as there exist maps at which they can fcast a
glance. And now another question. Do you then be-
lieve, and does his Majesty the King still really believe
in the German Bund and its army in the event of war ?
I do not mean in the event of a French revolutionary war
against Germany in league with Russia, but in a war of
interests, in which Germany, Prussia, and Austria would
have to stand on their own legs. If you believe in it, I
cannot of course go on with the discussion, for our prem-
ises would be too divergent. What, however, could jus-
tify you in the belief that the Grand Dukes of Baden and
Darmstadt, the King of Wurtemberg, or Bavari^, would
play Leonidas for Prussia and Austria when the superiority
of forces is not on the side of these Powers, and no one has
the slightest ground for believing in unity and confidence